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THE STRETTONS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION REPORT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

The Consultation statement has been prepared to form part of the submission of The
Strettons Neighbourhood Plan August 2026. It includes a detailed analysis of all
representations received through the Regulation 14 Consultation and shows how the
requirements of Regulations 14 and 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 (as amended) have been satisfied.

Formal approval to develop a Neighbourhood Plan was given by Shropshire Council on
15" February 2023 and throughout the process the overriding principles have been to
maintain openness, to listen to the community and ensure effective communication.
The community has been actively engaged from the start through a wide range of
communication channels including two direct mail shots which hand delivered leaflets
to every home.

This approach has resulted in demonstrably high levels of community engagement. The
main body of this report explains how the consultation was undertaken and
demonstrates how all representations were given ‘conscientious consideration’ and
that there was ample opportunity for the plan to be amended in response to comments
from residents and consultees.

The plan was approved by the qualifying body, Church Stretton Town Council on 28 July
2026 who resolved that it should be submitted to Shropshire Council.



THE STRETTONS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION REPORT

Introduction

After a long journey which began in February 2023 with the approval by Shropshire
Council to develop ‘The Strettons Neighbourhood Plan’ (NHP), after a number of
informal consultations the Regulation 14 Consultation (Reg14) was actually the first
formal stage of consultation on the developed plan. The legislation requires that the
Regulation 14 consultation was widely advertised in order to provide all residents and
interested parties with an opportunity to see and comment on the NHP, that the plan
and supporting information was made readily available to facilitate ‘intelligent
consideration’ and that all comments received were recorded, their content carefully
considered and, where appropriate, amendments made to the NHP which reflect these
comments.

The purpose of this report is share all of the actions taken by The Strettons NHP to meet
the requirements of Regulation 14.

The report will achieve this by:
a) Rehearsing the background and actions leading up to the Reg14 consultation
b) Sharing an analysis of the responses received
c) Providing, by way of an appendix, a 100% record of all comments made together
with a record of the discussions and conclusions for every response
d) Drawing conclusions and recording next steps

This report was originally submitted to Church Stretton Town Council and who resolved
to submit this final draft of the NHP.

In 2021 the then new Town Council adopted a strategic plan called ‘Fixing the past,
living in the present and planning for the future.” As part of the ‘planning for the future’
element the Council resolved to undertake a Housing Needs Survey and develop a
Neighbourhood Plan to identify and deliver the strategic development needs of the
town.

Following approval by Shropshire Council on 15" February 2023 to designate the area
covered by Church Stretton Town Council as an appropriate area for a Neighbourhood
Plan, Church Stretton Town Council next agreed the Terms of Reference setting up the
structure for the development of the NHP through an arms-length structure with an
independent chair on 23 June 2023.

The Strettons Neighbourhood Plan, including images and notes of meetings, of the
public consultations and of the materials produced may be found at
www.csneighbourhoodplan.com



http://www.csneighbourhoodplan.com/

Background

The structure comprised three groups —the Stakeholder Group providing governance
and acting as a critical friend, The Delivery Group responsible for undertaking the
detailed work and the Technical Group which provided advice and guidance. Dave
Chetwyn from Urban Vision was appointed to the Technical Group.

Initial workshops held with the Stakeholder Group felt strongly that before any policies
were developed there must be a comprehensive consultation to ask the public what
they wanted the NHP to achieve, and this led to the first round of public consultations in
December 2023.

In the lead up to the public consultations extensive publicity was deployed with articles
in local media, a school competition to develop a logo, posters, newsletters and most
significantly a high quality leaflet delivered to every home which explained the purpose
of the plan, how it would work and details of how to get involved including dates for the
three Community ‘drop-in’ sessions. An additional reserved ‘drop-in’ session was
provided for developers and other professionals.

Other methods to help residents to share their thoughts included:
e collection boxes for comments in several shops, the library, Community Centre
and the Town Council offices,
e Post
e Aresponse book at the Town Council offices
e Anon-line response form via the website, and
e A QRcode published widely to take residents directly to the website

The ‘drop-in’ sessions were hugely successful and over 2,000 comments via post it
notes and comment cards were collected. 132 formal written responses were also
received. A detailed report is available on the website which gives a real sense of the
levels of community engagement — see ‘The Strettons Final Report on Stage 1
Consultation’ - and this material, together with the Housing Needs Survey formed the
core for development of the NHP.

Using the consultation feedback, during 2024 Stakeholder and Technical Groups
developed the first version of the draft Strettons NHP along with a range of maps,
photographs and other evidence. The Strettons NHP also applied to Shropshire Council
for Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat Regulations Assessment
screening which were received in February 2026, copies of which are included in the
Regulation 15 Submission.

The Regulation 14 consultation ran from 16" February 2026 to 315t March 2026, a period
of six weeks allowing adequate time for meaningful consideration and response.



As had been facilitated for the earlier informal consultation, every effort was made to
ensure residents were both encouraged to participate and given every opportunity to

comment on the plan. Measures included:

e Asecond high-quality accessible leaflet containing details of the consultation
together with an ‘At a glance — the plan in one table’ section was hand delivered
to every home and business. The leaflet also included summaries and
explanations about what each policy meant for residents.
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Four drop-in sessions organised both across four different locations and at
different times of the day to maximise opportunity to attend
Media articles

The Strettons Focusis a igh q'uality 64 magazine seen by over 70% of residents. Updates with
information about the Neighbourhood Plan were printed nearly every month

www.csneighbourhoodplan.com website
Email and telephone support

Professionally designed hard and soft copies of the plan available
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for The Strettons

h
February 2026 % Sirgton

REG 14 public consultation

200 hard copies of the NHP and Local Green Space analysis were produced for use at drop ins
and for wider use particularly by elderly residents

e 120 statutory consultees and other councils contacted and provided with a soft
copy of the plan

A total of 143 written responses were received across all channels and these are
analysed in detail below. The full text of every comment is included together with a
record of the discussions and details of any proposed changes. All original responses
have been carefully archived and personal details redacted, with contributors being
allocated a reference number which would allow cross-referencing if the need ever
arose.



Conclusions

The Strettons Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation was carefully planned to
offer the greatest opportunity to residents to see their Neighbourhood Plan, to ask
questions and to comment. The key objective of the consultation was to ensure wide
and transparent access and in this respect the 104 attendees, the 143 written
responses and the wider comments and wishes of support are the best evidence of the
success of the consultation.

As a direct result of the consultation 17 substantive amendments have been made to
policies in addition to typographical and other corrections. Further, several changes to
background sections, for example the ‘Basic Conditions’ section, have been made to
update changes in legislation and National Policy (NPPF). The core changes to policies
have all been proposed by residents, each of which makes the plan better, each of
which helps the community to own its Neighbourhood Plan. We are grateful to have
received every comment.

The plan is overwhelmingly supported by residents (with the only negative feedback
being from a developer) and whilst 17 amendments have been incorporated, the basic
messages of protecting the environment and building the right homes in the right place
at the right price are widely supported.



