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Barrow 1618 CofE Primary Free School Admissions Policy
(For admission to Reception in September 2027 and/or ‘in-year’ admission during the 2027/28 academic year): 
Our Vision:

With faith, friendship and courage we grow
Like the trees and plants in our Barrow school grounds, we are nurtured and GROW – and we just keep growing – and as we keep growing, we keep asking questions - and we never stop learning …

Faith – 
Our children are encouraged to have faith in themselves and trust in each other. They are faithful to our Christian values and understand why these are important in the context of the school and in the wider world. The spirituality of pupils is developed by providing opportunities for them to wonder at and explore the natural world around them; the Christian Faith is practised through daily worship.

Friendship - As a school we welcome new friends to our Barrow family, regardless of background, ability, disability, belief or situation. The children are encouraged to appreciate the power of a team who work and play together effectively, inclusively and fairly. In the way others are treated, kindness and respect is always fostered; pupils are taught how to support each other and how to recognise and address the needs of others.

Courage - 
We want our pupils to have the courage to be themselves as individuals and follow their own paths. They are encouraged to persevere and achieve their very best. Bravery takes many forms and is celebrated in school; we cultivate a safe environment where pupils are not afraid of taking personal risks. Our school seeks to bring out the best in all children – to look for, identify, fulfil and extend potential in its many varied forms.

At Barrow 1618, we aim to provide a rich, broad and balanced curriculum, underpinned by our Christian values, that is relevant, purposeful, challenging and inspirational, reaching beyond the constraints of the classroom. We strive for the highest standards of attainment for all our children whilst aiming to make learning fun because we believe that happy children learn better. We encourage our children to value learning and become creative thinkers and life-long independent learners. 

As a Primary Free School, we have the freedom and flexibility to ensure that our curriculum is tailored to suit our school’s community. Our intent for the curriculum is for every pupil to achieve the highest possible standards in all areas of the National Curriculum and beyond. Our progressive curriculum is designed to ensure that children develop a secure balance of knowledge that they remember and skill which they are able to apply securely in different contexts.  Opportunities for our pupils to learn outside the classroom are maximised. Their learning is enhanced by participating in real life experiences provided by our extensive rural grounds, educational visits and expert visitors. Much of their learning will take place outdoors where they explore, care for and manage their environment, developing a deep understanding of wider ecological issues. We want them to enjoy their learning journeys and approach personal challenges successfully and with confidence. Our creative approach enables English and Maths skills to be applied through the Foundation Subjects including History, Geography, Computing, Art, Design and Technology, Religious Education and French. Our pupils take part in a rich and varied Physical Education curriculum which enables them to compete in a diverse range of sports. Pupils enjoy singing and have the opportunity to participate in local events and celebrations. Through the teaching and embedding of our Barrow school values and ‘British Values’, pupils celebrate their differences and similarities and the strengths and successes found in each other, as well as in the wider community. The personal, social and moral development of each child is recognised throughout the school day. We have strong links with our local church and community, inviting external visitors and volunteers into our school frequently. Children are also given many opportunities to develop as individuals within the life of the school, for example, by leading whole school Celebration assemblies and as School Councillors, Bronze Ambassadors, Play Leaders and Playground Buddies.

Admissions 
The admissions policy will show that Barrow 1618 has a clear set of admissions criteria that lack complexity are fair and open to all. Our policy complies with the admissions code and will contain an over subscription policy, and a tie-breaking policy. 

Barrow 1618 is the first Church of England Primary Free School in Shropshire and as such has responsibility for its own admissions. The admissions processes are, however, co-ordinated by Shropshire Council, which is the Local Authority (LA), and we liaise closely with Shropshire Council with admissions. If you would like your child to be admitted to Barrow 1618, please contact the School in the first instance, giving the name and date of birth of your child(ren) and to arrange a visit to the school if you’d like to. 
Applications for the Reception group should be made in the academic year before entry to the school and before the closing date of 15th January 2026. Applications should be made online and, for Shropshire residents, via the Shropshire Council website: www.shropshire.gov.uk/schooladmissions
Late applications must also be made online, but a hard copy application form is available for those who need this.  Please contact Shropshire Council
All applications received by the closing date will be considered. However, it is not possible to guarantee whether any late applications can be considered until after the allocations date, which will be the 16th of April 2027. This will depend upon the circumstances and the stage the allocations procedure has reached. 

Deferred Entry Process 

Children can attend primary education from the September following their fourth birthday. The law requires that children attend school from the prescribed day of or following their fifth birthday (the prescribed days are 31 December, 31 March and 31 August).

Most children do start school in the September after they turn four. However, a child doesn't need to start school until they reach compulsory school age.

Summer-born children

Children born from 1 April to 31 August are known as summer-born children. They don't need to start school until the September after their fifth birthday, a year after they could first have started school. This is when summer born children reach compulsory school age.

Parents of summer-born children have two options if they feel their child isn't ready to start reception in September with their natural cohort:

Option 1 - delayed start

A parent of a summer-born child starting school aged 4 can, if they wish, agree with the allocated school a pattern of part-time attendance or a deferred start until later in that school year (but not later than the beginning of the summer term). You can discuss this with the school.

This will require the parent to apply on time (by 15 January) using the application process provided by your local authority. Once places are allocated on the 16 April the parent can contact the headteacher to discuss the delayed start.

Option 2 - defer for a full year

If a parent decides that their summer-born child will start school aged five and wants that child to start school in reception (not year 1), they need to make a request to the local admission authority. This is called requesting admission out of the normal age group – because children born from 1 September in one year to 31 August the following year are normally educated together in one year group.

This means that you'll need to decide whether or not you want to request admission out of the normal age group in the autumn following your child’s third birthday. Remember that your child will do lots of growing and developing before they reach the point at which they could start school.

This information doesn't apply to children with education, health and care (EHC) plans. If your child has an EHC plan and you wish them to start school in reception (not year 1) when they're five, you should contact the SEN team. Having special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) doesn't necessarily mean a child should delay starting school. It may be better for them to start school before compulsory school age so that they can access the support available there.

If you decide that you want to defer for a full year you should still apply for a school place as normal by 15 January – as if your child was going to start school at age four – even if you want to delay their start until age five.

You should also submit a request for admission out of the normal age group ideally by 15 January. Shropshire residents can email school-admissions@shropshire.gov.uk to request this. The admission authority decides whether children who start school at compulsory school age should be admitted to reception or year 1. They must make this decision in the child’s best interests.

If you decide to delay your child starting school until the September following their fifth birthday but don't request admission out of their normal age group at this time, your child will start school in year 1. You'll need to make an in-year application for a school place for your child, and we can advise you on when it would be best to make such an application.

Please note that some schools are likely to be full at this point and unable to offer you a place. Schools are unable to hold a place for your child from the previous year.

Please be advised that should a summer-born child defer for a year, it's currently a requirement to make another request to defer their entry to the next phase of their education. When a child of year 6 age is being taught in year 5, an application for secondary school and a request to defer their entry to secondary school will need to be made.

Another point to be aware of is a summer-born child deferred for a year will reach school leaving age at the end of year 10, rather than year 11. The school won't ask them to leave, but they'll no longer be required by law to attend school, and the school may not be able to enforce their attendance. Children usually take their GCSEs in year 11.

School transport is another consideration as local authorities only have to provide school travel for certain children of compulsory school age. If your child gets free travel, it may stop when they reach the end of year 10.

Please visit the Gov.UK website for further information on summer-born children starting school. Parents of children who wish to defer starting Reception for a whole academic year, should make application at the age-appropriate time along with a request for deferral to the local authority. If a deferral is approved, the application will be withdrawn, and parents will be able to re-apply the following year.

Oversubscription Criteria 

It should be noted that Children who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which names Barrow 1618 as the appropriate school to meet those needs will be allocated places in the first instance, after which places are allocated according to an agreed set of criteria, in strict order of priority.
All schools have an admission limit for each year group, which is 12 in the case of Barrow 1618. All applications for admission to the school will be allocated according to the following criteria in order of priority. 

1. Looked after children and children who were previously looked after but immediately after being looked after became subject to adoption, a child arrangements order, or special guardianship order, including those children who appear (to the admission authority) to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted”. 

2. Children of the Head Teacher and Class Teachers who have been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at which the application for admission to the school is made or in the instance that a member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage, assuming that admittance would not prejudice the provision of education for the existing cohort. 
3. Children who have an sibling at the school at the time the younger child would be due to start, or whose older sibling was on roll within 2 years of the application being made.  
4. Children who live within 2 miles from the school in a straight line, as measured on a map. 

5. Very exceptionally, where a child has a particular medical reason requiring them to attend Barrow 1618 CE Primary Free School. 

6. Children who are considered to be eligible for the Pupil Premium, including the Service premium, at the time of the application. Evidence of this eligibility will be sought prior to the offer of a place. 
7. Other children whose homes are nearest to the school measured as a straight line on the map between home and the school. 
If, in any of the above categories, there are more applications than places available, priority will be given on the basis of distance from home to school gate measured as a straight line on the Council’s computerised mapping system. The shortest distance being given priority.

Notes: 

A sibling is defined as a brother or sister, stepbrother or stepsister, half-brother or half-sister, living at the same address as part of the same family unit of compulsory school age (i.e. 5 -16 years). Fostered and Adopted siblings are also included. Older siblings must be attending the school on the day that the application for entry by a younger sibling is received. Cousins or other relatives who take up temporary residence in a home in order to establish an “address which is close to the school as measured in straight line” will not be given priority under the sibling criterion. 
A child who has a particular medical reason requiring them to attend Barrow 1618 Free School will only be given priority if parents/carers can provide written evidence from an appropriate medical professional that attending Barrow 1618 Free School is essential to the medical well-being of their child. 
Proximity from home to school is measured as a straight line on a computerised geographical information system which identifies the easting and northing of the home and of the nearest school entrance gate, priority being given to the shortest distance. Where two addresses are within the same block of flats, the lowest number of flat nearest to the ground floor will be deemed to be the nearest in distance. 
In the event that two applications are exactly the same after all other criteria have been taken into account Barrow 1618 would invoke its tie breaking policy.  This will be based on a random allocation, supervised by someone independent of the School.

Children whose twin or multiple birth sibling from the same address is admitted, will also be admitted.  This is a lawful exception to the infant class limit of 30 pupils.
If the year group is oversubscribed, any further applications which do not arrive until after the closing date will not normally be considered until after the allocation date in April, unless there are exceptional circumstances, such as a house move, which have prevented the application being made on time. Please see the Parents’s Guide to Education in Shropshire Booklet, available via www.shropshire.gov.uk/school-admissions for the deadline date. 
Induction 
At point of entry to Reception, an Induction to Barrow 1618 is an essential part of our school ethos. Children will be invited to take part in induction sessions in the half term prior to starting full time. Induction will include one half-day session and a second half-day session, including lunch. There will be an opportunity for new parents to meet with the class teacher, where school routines and teaching systems are explained. Parents will be given information on starting school. We will provide detailed information and guidance for all new parents and time will be taken to find out more about your child, their family situation and other pertinent information that promotes smooth transition to school life. 

Current Reception pupils will be involved in designing information for and welcoming our new admissions and act as ‘buddies’ from the commencement of the academic year. At each intake we will organise and hold a social induction event to enable the new pupils and their parents to meet with existing pupils and their parents. Where necessary we will visit parents and prospective pupils in their own homes if they wish to have further discussions in private. 

Barrow 1618 will always adhere to the schools equal opportunity policy with regard to applications. For prospective parents who have not made their final decision, visits to the school can be arranged by contacting the school administrator. All contact details, as well as more information about our educational ethos and curriculum, can be found on the school’s website: www.barrow1618school.co.uk     
The following pupils attract the Pupil Premium:
(i)
Children registered as eligible for free school meals.
(ii)
Children who have been registered as eligible for free school meals at any point in the last six years*.
(iii)
Children who have been looked after by a local authority continuously for more than six months.
In addition, the following pupils attract the Service Premium and are also

eligible for admission under the Pupil Premium admission priority:
(iv)
Children whose parent(s) are serving in the UK armed forces or who are serving in the armed forces of another nation and are stationed in England.
*
For purposes of admissions policy you are considered to be entitled to free school meals if you or your child receives any of the following:
· Universal credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)
· Income support

· Income-based jobseeker’s allowance

· Income-related employment and support allowance

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· The guaranteed element of pension credit

· Child tax credit (provided you’re not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

· Working tax credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for working tax credit

Under the current School Admissions Code, we are not permitted to request details of a parent’s income or occupation prior to an offer of a place being made. We will therefore assess priority under this criterion in the following way: parents will declare their child is eligible in their application; an offer will be made on this basis, having applied the admission criteria in order (and having applied the distance tie break, which means that not all pupils eligible for Pupil Premium may necessarily get in); once an offer is made the school will seek information from the parents to corroborate the fact that they fall within one or more of the categories above; if they meet any of the categories the offer will remain in place; if they fail to meet any of the categories the offer will be withdrawn on the basis that the application was fraudulent, and an appeal to an independent appeal panel will be offered; decisions on whether to withdraw places will be made by 31 May 2024. 
Parents who are not offered a place at the school for entry into Reception should contact Shropshire Admissions and inform them that they wish to be added to the school’s waiting list for consideration by the school’s admissions committee. If, after consideration by the committee, it is still not possible to offer a place, the applicants name will remain on a Waiting List if they so wish and parents will have the right under the 1998 School Standards and Framework Act to take their appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel. All appeals have to be made in writing, and you will be asked to give reasons for your appeal. Please contact the Head teacher for information about how to appeal to the independent panel. 
The appeal arrangements will be made through the Clerk to the Appeals Panel at the Shirehall, Shrewsbury. This procedure has been agreed with Shropshire Council and Hereford Diocesan Board of Education and is in accordance with the DFE Code of Practice on School Admissions Appeals. A waiting list is kept and co-ordinated by the Council’s Admissions Team for those who are unsuccessful at the Appeals stage up until the end of the first term. This arrangement is in line with the Council’s arrangements which are described in full in the Parents’ Guide to Education in Shropshire. 

Mid-term or In-Year Applications
Barrow 1618 School has devolved the responsibility for the coordination and processing of any and all applications for places at Albrighton Primary School to Shropshire Council. However, the school still makes all decisions regarding admissions of children to their schools.

 

Mid-term applications will be dealt with using the same admissions criteria given above. Applications must be made via the Shropshire Council online portal (Synergy - Homepage (shropshire.gov.uk)  If there is a space in the relevant year group a place will be offered. A formal letter from Shropshire Council’s Admissions Team will be sent to the parent advising them of the offer and the need to contact school directly to arrange a start date.

 

If there are no vacancies in the year group, Shropshire Council’s Admission Team will speak to the Headteacher to consider whether additional places can be offered. A decision must be notified to parents within 15 days of making the application.

 

If a place cannot be offered, parents will receive a formal letter and information on how to appeal against the decision from Shropshire Council’s School Admissions Team on behalf of the school.

 

Shropshire Council, on behalf of the school, will maintain a waiting list for unsuccessful applicants. If any vacancies arise, places will be offered to applicants included on the waiting list in strict accordance with normal published oversubscription criteria. If a place can be offered the applicant will be expected to take up the place within 6 school weeks or by the start of the next half term, whichever is the earliest date, with the exception of Reception children who have deferred entry until later in the same academic year. If an offer of a place is refused, the name will be removed from the waiting list. 

Synergy - Homepage 

Waiting Lists
 

Admissions to our schools are managed by Shropshire Council who will hold any and all waiting lists. The waiting lists for all year groups are held and maintained on the school’s behalf by Shropshire Council for the academic year.  The waiting list are held in strict accordance with our published oversubscription criteria and reranked after each additional child is added to the waiting list.

 

Should a vacancy become available the highest ranked application held in accordance with the published oversubscription criteria will be offered a place at the school by Shropshire Council on behalf of the school.

Applying for Places Out of Cohort 

Parents may seek a place for their child outside of their normal age group, for example, if the child is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health. Admission authorities must make decisions based on the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the child concerned. If a request is refused.

 

The process for requesting such admissions is as follows;

With the application, parents should request that the child is admitted to another year group (state which one), and the reasons for that request. Parents will need to submit any evidence in support of their case with the application, for instance from a medical practitioner, headteacher etc. Some of the evidence a parent might submit could include:

· information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development;

· where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional;

· whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group; and

· whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born prematurely.

Requests for admission out of the normal year group will be considered alongside other applications made at the same time.

 

Shropshire Council does not offer the option for a child to start primary school before they are eligible.

 

Appeals

 

Any applicant refused a place at Barrow 1618 Free School, has a right of appeal to an independent appeal panel in accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code.  The School is responsible for setting up the appeal and must do so in accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code. The panel must be independent of the school. The school has arranged for Shropshire Council to administer admissions appeals on its behalf. Parents/carers wishing to appeal should do so via the Shropshire Council Website https://shropshire.gov.uk/school-admissions/application-results-and-appeals/appeal-against-allocati… 

Children of Service Personnel
Barrow 168 Free School will consider service personnel applicants in line with the Armed Covenant to ensure they are not disadvantaged.
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